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The Channel Islands have been called the

‘‘Galapagos of North America’’ and I believe
that this is an accurate description of the ex-
traordinary natural resources that exist on the
islands. Each of the islands has a unique eco-
system, which is home to numerous indige-
nous species.

The island fox is one of these distinct spe-
cies. It is found only on the Channel Islands
and is a distant relative of the gray fox. These
playful animals have spent most of the last
10,000 years thriving at the top of the island
food chain. However in recent years they have
become threatened due to a variety of cir-
cumstances.

However I am happy to report that extraor-
dinary efforts are being made to reverse this
trend towards extinction. In the last month the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed
listing the Island Fox as an endangered spe-
cies. That act was an important step forward
in the work to reestablish this species.

Finally, I would like to recognize the inspira-
tional efforts of the fifth grade students at
Mound Elementary School in Ventura. They
have chosen the preservation of the Island
Fox as their G.A.T.E. project, and have
formed their own organization, ‘‘Save Our
Species,’’ which is an affiliated educational
unit of Jane Goodall’s ‘‘Roots and Shoots’’ or-
ganization. I believe that we should all follow
the example set by these devoted young peo-
ple and work together to ensure the Island
Fox population returns to its historic levels.
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OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2001
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in support of the Air Transportation Sys-
tem Stabilization Act. This is far from an ideal
bill, because it does not address the crisis
faced by tens of thousands of air travel indus-
try workers who have also been devastated by
the terrorist acts of September 11. But as we
know, America is in crisis and these are not
ideal times.

The fact is that our aviation industry is a
vital part of a strong and robust economy and
it is facing unique and dire consequences as
a result of the recent brutal terrorist attacks on
our nation. It is therefore important that Con-
gress take action now to stave off the financial
calamity facing this industry and the resulting
impact it could have on the entire nation.

This bill, however, must only be the first
step. To succeed in strengthening our econ-
omy, it is essential that we address the needs
of related businesses, and America’s hard
working men and women, who have also been
devastated by the tragic events of September
11. Just as we are helping our ailing aviation
industry today, we must also help the tens of
thousands of workers affected by the eco-
nomic impact of this national tragedy.

We must provide assistance to workers who
have lost or will lose their jobs because of the
crisis—assistance such as worker retraining
programs, health insurance and unemploy-
ment insurance.

It is only because Congressional leaders
have committed to quickly bring forth legisla-

tion to address the needs of workers that I will
support this legislation. And I challenge our
leaders to keep their word.

Mr. Speaker, America’s workers deserve the
same quick attention we are providing the
aviation industry today. We must answer this
moral call and come to their aid.
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OUTSTANDING AMERICAN OF
POLISH DECENT

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2001

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, Oc-
tober 12, 2001 William Banach will be honored
as the Outstanding American of Polish Decent
at the Milwaukee Society’s Pulaski Day Ban-
quet.

This annual event celebrates the life and
achievements of local individuals who embody
the spirit of Casimir Pulaski. Appointed a brig-
adier general by George Washington, Pulaski
was engaged in a number of major Revolu-
tionary War battles. He was killed in the fight
to capture Savannah on October 11, 1977 and
today Americans and Polish Americans cele-
brate his legacy of heroic service and ideals of
freedom.

Bill has demonstrated a commitment to his
family and to service of his community
throughout his lifetime. He served the City of
Milwaukee Bureau of Engineers for 31 years.
While he no longer works a traditional full time
job, he nevertheless remains extremely active
in the community. He is on the Board of Direc-
tors of SHARE, a self-funding food program
that provides food to needy families.

Active with the Boy Scouts of America for
over 60 years, Bill has served as a
Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Explorer Scout Advi-
sor and Merit Badge Advisor. In ‘‘semi-retire-
ment’’ he remains very active with the Cub
Scouts.

Bill has dedicated 14 years to the Mil-
waukee Society Polish National Alliance
Lodge 2159 as chair of the Christmas Basket
Program. Under his leadership, the Lodge col-
lected, packaged and delivered Christmas
goodie baskets to those most in need of holi-
day cheer, and did so without the families ever
knowing the identity of their generous bene-
factors. In addition, he is an active member of
American Legion Post 444 and the Knights of
Columbus Cardinal Stritch Council 4614.

A wonderful husband and devoted father,
Bill and his wife Janet will celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary this year. They have
three wonderful children and three beautiful
grandchildren.

So it is with great pride that I join with the
Milwaukee Society Polish National Alliance in
celebrating Bill’s many achievements and
years of community service. Congratulations
William Banach, Polish American of the Year
for 2001.
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OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2001

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
welcome to the United States India’s Minister
of External Affairs and Minister of Defense,
Jaswant Singh.

As a leader of the world’s largest democ-
racy, Minister Singh’s visit to America is time-
ly. In light of the tragic events of September
11, it is increasingly important for leaders of
the world’s great nations to unite to protect the
freedoms and liberties of democracy.

On behalf of the United States government
and the American people, I would like to thank
Minister Singh and the government of India for
strongly condemning the terrorist attacks on
the United States, and for expressing their un-
conditional willingness to assist in fighting the
new global war against terrorism. Sadly, ap-
proximately 250 Indian nationals and persons
of Indian origin were killed in the September
11th attacks. To the victims and their families
I extend my deepest sympathies.

As has America, India has experienced first-
hand the devastating consequences of cross-
border terrorism. In the past fifteen years, ap-
proximately 53,000 civilians in India have been
killed by indiscriminate terrorist acts. The glob-
al nature of terrorism and its far-reaching ef-
fects require concerted global action. We trust
that future cooperation with India’s leaders to
combat terrorism, not only in South Asia and
here in the U.S., but together around the
world, will strengthen and will reinforce the im-
portant relationship between our countries.

In recent years, the United States and India
have moved towards increased cooperation
and improved understanding. The trend to-
wards improved bi-lateral relations is evi-
denced by the US-India Summit Meetings held
in New Delhi in March of 2000, and the forma-
tion of our Joint Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism early that same year.

In light of the current situation in the U.S.
and instability in South Asia, we recognize that
open communication, dialogue, and partner-
ship between our democratic nations must be
maintained and enhanced as we strive to-
gether to achieve common goals and to pro-
mote peace in the region. We remain com-
mitted to cooperating with the government and
people of India on issues of common interest,
and we commend India for the role that she
has undertaken in working towards greater
prosperity and stability in South Asia.

Of particular importance now, however, is
the return of Pakistan to a democratic govern-
ment, and the establishment of peace in the
Kashmir region. Such shared goals offer op-
portunities for collaboration, and indeed, re-
quire international collaboration if they are to
be realized. Clearly, these issues remain cen-
tral to South Asia’s future stability.

The war on terrorism aside Mr. Speaker, as
a member of the India Caucus, I look forward
to continuing work to improve America’s trade,
investment, and military cooperation with
India. It is my hope that we will continue the
processes begun in past years to construct a
valuable working relationship with India, one
that is mutually beneficial to both our coun-
tries. We recognize India’s role as a political,
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